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Dear Reader,

We’re back after a short summer break and delighted to 
find our way to your inboxes again.  

This week, we hit the ground running with a special 
issue on climate change in anticipation of COP26: our 
lovely team of climate geeks has put together for us 
a stove of information on the cool efforts to protect a 
warming planet.

In addition to the feature story on urban climate action 
and our usual Did You Know bite, we’ve thrown into the 
mix two success stories — one on Urban-LEDS and the 
other on climate change and resilience in Jordan — as 
well as a comprehensive climate calendar to follow 
what’s hot and news on ESSS 3.0. Don’t miss out!

But that’s not all. Ourselves being the geeks that we are, 
we are pleased to present to you a revamped HabPost 
to better capture the information you like and ease 
your access to your favorite reads. We hope you find it 
easier on the eye and continue to read us on a regular 
basis. Don’t hesitate to reach out to us at unhabitat-
habpost@un.org for any comments, enquiries, and 
most importantly contributions — so we can tell the 
story of the difference you make. 
 
Happy reading,

Rachad Nassar 
Editor

Editor’s note Foreword
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Did you know?

On 15 April 2021, the Executive Director 
announced UN-Habitat’s emphasis on 
Climate Change throughout the year with 
the launch of the #ClimateAction4Cities 

Campaign and the Action Agenda to mobilize 
colleagues and partners and promote climate 
solutions in cities and communities.

Since then, many of us across Headquarters, 
regional and country offices have engaged in task 
teams in support of the ClimateAction4Cities 
Campaign and Action Agenda towards COP26; on 
the preparation for the Innovate4Cities conference, 
World Habitat Day (focusing on climate change 
mitigation), and World Cities Day (focusing on 
climate change adaptation); and on the finalization 
of the Environmental and Social Safeguards 
System (ESSS 3.0) — the latter being relevant 
across all projects and becoming necessary for 
our accreditation to vertical climate change funds. 
This year also marks a focus on climate change at 
the level of the Urban Thinkers Campuses and the 
establishment of the Climate Change Community of 
Practice.

To amplify the climate change message, UN-Habitat 
joined hands with partners to support the Cities 
Race to Resilience campaign and the Race to Zero 
campaign and called for urban climate action by 
making use of global platforms such as the Zero 
Carbon City International Forum and the World 
Cities Summit.

Two months to COP26, the agency is excited 
to bring urban climate action to the front and is 
bouncing ideas with sister UN agencies in the lead-
up to the conference. Ride the momentum!
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With all eyes on this year’s climate summit in 
Glasgow (COP26) as the milestone event to update 
government commitments for the first time since 
the Paris Agreement was signed, the entire UN 
system is behind the Secretary-General’s call to raise 
ambition on climate action to a level commensurate 
to the climate emergency. With the launch of our 
#ClimateAction4Cities campaign, UN-Habitat aims 
to bring this general call to action to the urban realm 
and provide guidance and support to Member States, 
cities and urban stakeholders. 

Strengthening  
urban climate  
action

The latest Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) report is clear: we 
need to decisively enter a 

pathway towards “net zero” carbon 
emissions by 2050 to avoid catastrophic 
climate change. As cities emit 75 per 
cent of global greenhouse gases and 
urban sectors such as building and 
construction, transport and waste 
are especially carbon intensive, urban 
environments are the first places to 
catalyze this system change towards 
net zero emissions.  

Even with immediate and widespread 
emission reductions, global 
temperatures will continue to rise 
— from 1.1°C above pre-industrial 
levels today, to 1.5°C by 2030. More 
pessimistic IPCC scenarios predict 
temperature increases of up to 5°C by 
the end of the century.

Given their vulnerabilities, cities need 
to lead climate change adaptation 
to protect people, their livelihoods, 
and urban and natural systems. Even 
though more than 10,000 cities have 

devised climate action plans, less 
than 100 of these are considered 
comprehensive enough in terms of 
funding, implementation, monitoring and 
reporting.  

National governments need to commit 
to urban climate action — for example 
through their Nationally Determined 
Contributions — and need to ensure 
implementation. National frameworks 
facilitate local, ambitious and verifiable 
climate action plans.

Without significantly more climate 
finance, in particular a breakthrough in 
adaptation, the needed transformation 
will not be possible. The COVID-19 
recovery efforts provide the best 
opportunity to invest into a green and 
resilient future. 

The transition plans for a green 
and resilient future need to be just. 
Climate justice between and within 
countries is not only critical to sustain 
climate action but also to ensure that 
climate change goals and the broader 
Sustainable Development Goals are 
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FAST FACTS

75% 
That’s the percentage of 

global CO2 emissions 
cities are responsible for

14% 
That’s the percentage of 
National Urban Policies 

explicitly focusing on 
climate change



achieved in unison. Many urban jobs will not 
be compatible with the goals of the Paris 
Agreement — yet new skills are needed to 
build low-emission economies and resilient 
societies. This transition needs to be well-
managed to ensure that no one is left behind. 
At the city level Voluntary Local Reviews, 
SDG localization strategies and action plans 
provide for an opportunity to align a broad 
range of goals.

UN-Habitat’s ClimateAction4Cities initiative 
aims to mainstream these action points 
both internally and externally through its 
country support, tools and publications, and 
its normative work. Internally, the Climate 
Action Task Team coordinates efforts 
across the Programme in preparation for 
COP26, the Innovate4Cities Conference, and 
the many formal and informal preparatory 
events. The Climate Change Community 
of Practice has turned to the sharing of 
substantive and programmatic approaches 
to urban climate action, regional offices have 
started developing regional climate change 
strategies, and the finalization of the ESSS 
3.0 is a critical milestone for UN-Habitat to be 
recognized by its donors as a fit-for-purpose 
partner for accelerated climate action.

Externally, and in support of Member 
States, a number of tools and guidelines on 
the various aspects of climate action are 
under development and will be launched in 
the fourth quarter of 2021. These include 
publications on nature-based solutions and 
ecosystems-based adaptation, on climate 

change and land administration, on climate 
resilient infrastructure, a report on multi-level 
governance responses to climate change, 
and a report on climate compatible post-
crisis recovery. 

October will be of particular importance to 
strengthen advocacy and share UN-Habitat’s 
efforts on the cities and climate change 
nexus. Between World Habitat Day and World 
Cities Day (which mark the first and last 
day of Urban October), the Innovate4Cities 
Conference — the successor event to the 
IPCC Cities and Climate Science Conference 
organized by the Global Covenant of Mayors 
and UN-Habitat, and co-sponsored by the 
IPCC — will bring together city leaders, 
researchers, innovators, business leaders and 
other urban stakeholders around research 
and innovation for urban climate action. The 
conference aims to strengthen the foundation 
for evidence-based decision-making at 
the local level and brings key stakeholders 
together towards the IPCC Cities and Climate 
Change Special Report which will be part of 
the 7th IPCC Assessment Cycle. The new 
knowledge and tools, the partnerships and 
the political commitment will be carried over 
to COP26, where UN-Habitat will engage to 
bring its messages and learning on the need, 
reasons and means to elevate urban climate 
action in line with the severity and urgency of 
the climate crisis. The High-level Meeting in 
March 2022 and WUF11 will provide further 
venues to advance the discussion on climate 
action.  

Urban Thinkers Campus
The 2021 edition of the Urban Thinkers Campus (UTC), an initiative of the World Urban 
Campaign (WUC) driven by UN-Habitat, focuses on Climate Action Solutions. The 
UTC provides a platform for partners to share, learn and brainstorm on ideas and 
innovations to transform the urban paradigm. The UTC will also be a platform 
to carry further the conversations initiated at the Innovate4Cities conference 
into 2022. Each thematic session approaches urban climate action from a dedicated 
point of view such as gender, inclusion or economic perspectives, making them 
productive spaces for urban researchers, professionals, and decision-makers to build 
knowledge and capacity to put ambition into action. Browse the online calendar to see 
the full list of events. 

88 
That’s how many cities fully 

comply with all adaptation needs 
globally

5% 
That’s the percentage of climate 

finance directed to urban 
adaptation (USD 4 billion)

75% 
of infrastructures to be in place 
by 2050 still needs to be built. 

How this will be developed 
and funded will determine 
mitigation possibilities and 

resilience of cities and systems 
to urban climate risks.

87 
MILLION

 
jobs could be created and USD 
24 trillion could be saved with 
a 90 per cent decarbonization 

of urban energy, transport, 
buildings, materials use, and 

waste by 2050

$4 FOR1 
That’s the net benefit of 

investments in climate resilient 
infrastructure in low- and middle-

income countries

https://unhabitat.org/climate-action
https://www.worldurbancampaign.org/utc-calendar


The global Innovate4Cities 2021 (I4C) climate change 
Conference is a virtual event co-hosted by UN-Habitat 
and the Global Covenant of Mayors. It will bring together 
cities, innovation, climate change, science, policy and 
practice under a common objective: enabling cities to 
take accelerated and more ambitious climate action. 
The conference programme will be built around the core 
themes of the Global Research and Action Agenda on 
Cities and Climate Change Science (GRAA) developed at 
the 2018 Cities and Climate Change Science Conference in 
Edmonton, Canada. The I4C conference aims to increase 
awareness on urban climate science and innovation, 

generate new insights, and foster collaboration across 
all urban stakeholders to spark innovative urban climate 
solutions. With co-sponsorship of the IPCC, the conference 
discussions and outcomes are set to feed into the 
knowledge generation for the upcoming Special Report on 
Climate Change and Cities, to be published during the IPCC 
Seventh Assessment Report (AR7) cycle, and to update the 
GRAA.

For more info on the conference and to register, go to 
https://www.innovate4cities.org/2021.

Urban October 
This year’s Urban October will focus on urban solutions 
to the climate crisis although governments and urban 
stakeholders can broaden the scope of their activities 
and include any aspect of sustainable urbanization of 
local importance. By engaging all stakeholders, cities can 
harness transformational change and ensure a better life 
for all in an urbanizing world. Last year there were 753 
events taking place in 74 countries and 230 cities during 
Urban October.

World Habitat Day (WHD), which falls on 4 October 2021, 
focuses on Accelerating urban action for a carbon-free 
world. This year’s edition of WHD echoes the ambitions 
of the Race to Zero Campaign, aiming to build momentum 

around the shift to a decarbonized economy ahead of 
COP26, and aligns with UN-Habitat’s ClimateAction4Cities 
Campaign, which focuses on the five pillars of urban 
climate action, including #ZeroCarbon4Cities.   

World Cities Day (WCD) will take place on 31 October 2021  
under the theme Adapting Cities for Climate Resilience. 
Balancing the focus on mitigation during WHD, this year’s 
edition of WCD centres on urban adaptation for climate 
resilience, with special focus on the role of nature-based 
solutions, infrastructure resilience, and building the 
resilience of the urban poor. WCD coincides with the first 
day of COP26 providing cities and local governments with 
the opportunity to amplify their messages.  

The Community of Practice (CofP) on climate change 
brings together UN-Habitat staff, consultants, interns 
and others working on or interested in issues at the 
intersection of human settlements and climate change, 
fostering collaboration and peer-to-peer learning. Sessions 
are organized around different themes such as access 
to climate finance, UN-Habitat’s publications and tools 
on climate change, and the 2021 ClimateAction4Cities 
campaign. Moreover, sessions facilitate deep dives into the 
climate change and urban environment work of sections, 

units and regional offices. The Climate Change CofP has 
also established a knowledge management platform 
through Teams, which includes a catalogue of publications, 
key messages and climate change data and a repository 
of CofP sessions. Building on the Climate Finance session 
in June, two Green Climate Fund Readiness proposals for 
Rwanda and Kenya were initiated. 

For participation, collaborations and contributions, feel free 
to reach out to Bernhard Barth via Bernhard.Barth@un.org.

Climate Change 
Community of Practice

Innovate4Cities  
Conference
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In particular, flash floods coupled 
with an unplanned rapid urbanization 
have become a major concern in 
the middle eastern city. In 2020, the 

Japanese government contributed 
over USD 900,000 to UN-Habitat to 
support efforts to strengthen the 
social stability and the resilience of 
vulnerable Jordanian communities 
and Syrian refugees in Amman against 
flash floods. The project focuses on 
improving flood resilience in downtown 
Amman, reducing the vulnerabilities of 
refugees and local communities, and 
strengthening the capacities of local 

governments and communities to better 
manage floods in urban Jordanian 
areas.

In this context, the UN-Habitat Jordan 
Office held a capacity building workshop 
for representatives and technical 
experts from different departments 
and offices of the Greater Amman 
Municipality (GAM) to improve their 
practical knowledge of mainstreaming 
urban policies and plans at the local 
level as well as translating those 
policies and plans into action. The 
workshop further aimed at enhancing 
GAM’s capacities to work with 
communities to better adapt to current 
and emerging climate risks and mitigate 
the adverse impacts of climate change 
on socio-economic and infrastructure 
systems.

The three-day hybrid workshop was a 
collaborative success bringing together 
expertise, lessons learned, and best 
practices from the Jordan Office, the 
Regional Office for Africa, the Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific, the 
Regional Office for Arab States, and the 
Headquarters-based Climate Change 
team. 

Each office brought to the table specific 
expertise providing participants with 
a broad understanding of the global 
climate emergency and the risk it 
carries but also of the opportunities 
and synergies between national and 
local climate policy and action. UN-
Habitat’s whole-house contribution 
proved a fertile ground for advancing 
the discussions on the urban-related 
policy landscape in Jordan: participants 
learned about the participatory planning 
tool, the City Resilience Action Planning 
Tool (CityRAP), and were introduced 
to best practice case studies on 
integrating climate change concerns 
into urban-related policy, legislative, 
financial and institutional frameworks in 
Viet Nam, Bangladesh, Solomon Islands, 
Myanmar, Philippines, and Sri Lanka.

The hybrid modality of the workshop 
allowed Headquarters, three regional 
offices and a country office to closely 
collaborate and to explore how different 
policy and planning tools and case 
studies can be made more accessible 
to policymakers. 

Like many cities around the globe, Amman is experiencing the impacts of a changing climate. 
The entire country is facing irregular patterns of rainfall swinging between the extremes of 
drought to excessive rain over a short period of time, rising temperatures in summer and 
declining temperatures in winter, and a significant increase in extreme weather events. These 
adverse impacts of climate change disproportionately affect the poor and most vulnerable in 
Amman.

POOLING CLIMATE EXPERTISE IN JORDAN: 
INTER-OFFICE COOPERATION DELIVERS SUCCESSFUL 
WORKSHOP FOR POLICYMAKERS

SUCCESS STORY
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Urban-LEDS cities from both 
phase I (2012-2015) and 
phase II (2016-2021) have 
benefitted from trainings, 

peer-to-peer exchange sessions, and 
opportunities to submit their projects 
to potential investors. During the first 
phase, 37 urban areas in 12 countries 
joined Urban-LEDS, followed by an 
additional 34 in the second phase 
of the initiative. A guidance and 
support package including practical 
process guidance, technical and policy 
expertise, and advice on vertically 
integrated climate action was provided 
to participating local governments. 
The Urban-LEDS peer-to-peer learning 
opportunities have also strengthened 
collaboration, knowledge generation 
and sharing of learnings on urban 
low-emission development between 
local governments at the national and 

international level. And while Urban-
LEDS is active in the urban realm, 
the project does not benefit local 
governments exclusively.

Participating countries also receive 
guidance and support at the national 
scale. As a result, six national 
governments have now included urban 
climate action and emission reductions 
in their reporting and communication 
in support of the Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs). At the same 
time, being an Urban-LEDS beneficiary 
means gaining international visibility: 
ICLEI and UN-Habitat join forces to 
showcase Urban-LEDS climate action 
as part of global climate agenda events 
and processes. Since 2012, 34 Urban-
LEDS II project presentations have been 
displayed at international events.

The Urban Low Emissions Development Strategies 
(Urban-LEDS), a project implemented jointly by UN-
Habitat and ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability 
and financed by the European Commission, is drawing 
close to the end of its second phase. Stocktaking of 
eight years of work with local governments advancing 
urban low-emission development strategies and their 
implementation.

MULTI-LEVEL IMPACT OF  
FOUR YEARS OF URBAN-LEDS II 

71 
cities and towns (in 

Colombia, Brazil, South 
Africa, Rwanda, Bangladesh, 

Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
India, and Europe) have 

benefited from Urban-LEDS 
assistance and peer-to-peer 

learning opportunities

275 
local decision-makers and 

staff have been trained 
on Urban-LEDS process 
methodology, tools, and 

reporting procedure

ACHIEVEMENTS

SUCCESS STORY
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City in Focus Series: Rubavu, Rwanda
As part of its own outreach, Urban-
LEDS regularly publishes on its website 
articles as part of its “City in Focus” 
series. The latest piece tells the story 
of Rubavu, the second biggest city in 
Rwanda located on the shore of Lake 
Kivu, and its flood risk management 
efforts. One of the outputs generated 
in the framework of Urban-LEDS was 
the development of a Climate Risk 
and Vulnerability Assessment (CRVA) 
with input from local stakeholders 
to supplement the district’s disaster 
mitigation strategies.

In the CRVA, district stakeholders 
indicated the risk of increase in 
frequency and intensity of riverine 
flooding in the short term, likely to 
negatively affect tourism — one of 
Rubavu’s key drivers of development. 
To mitigate the identified risk, the 
Rwanda Water Resources Board (RWB), 
in cooperation with Rubavu districts 
and with support from the Netherlands 

Embassy, has designed the Sebeya 
Catchment Management Plan, which 
aims to effectively manage land, 
water, and related natural resources 
that contribute to sustainable socio-
economic development and improved 
livelihoods, taking into consideration 
environmental flow, downstream water 
demands, resilience to climate change, 
and minimising water-related disasters. 

This shows how on the one hand the 
technical support of Urban-LEDS has 
been catalytic in identifying urban 
mitigation needs and opportunities for 
integrated mitigation and adaptation 
approaches, and on the other hand 
its role in elevating the issue of low-
emission urban development to an 
international audience and attracting 
international support. To read more 
about the case and Urban-LEDS 
activities and achievements, visit the 
website at https://urban-leds.org/.

14 
participating cities have 
produced greenhouse 

gases emissions inventories 
and models compliant 

with the Global Protocol 
for Community-Scale 

Greenhouse Gas Emission 
Inventories (GPC)

16 
climate risk and vulnerability 

assessments have been 
completed with support of 

Urban-LEDS

32 
pilot projects have 

been submitted to the 
Transformative Action 
Program as concepts 
seeking finance, out 

of which 25 have been 
presented to potential 
investors and donors

22 
peer-to-peer exchanges 

have taken place, involving 
local and national staff
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The revision of ESSS 2.0 (launched in 
2018) was needed to align UN-Habitat’s 
safeguards with those of its donors. 
The revised safeguards system is 
designed to enhance the environmental 
and social performance of UN-Habitat’s 
projects by raising the bar and providing 
guidance to identify, assess and 
mitigate risks. The adoption of ESSS 3.0 
will allow for performance monitoring 
throughout the different phases 
of a project. This means not only 
compliance with the new safeguards 
for all projects, but also compliance 
with the requirements of ESSS 3.0 by 
all external parties involved in project 
implementation.

UN-Habitat has put in the work to 
elevate its standards comparative 
to other agencies. This shows the 
recognition and mainstreaming of not 
only humanitarian principles but also the 
recognition of the value of and need for 
demanding environmental safeguards 
to avoid the undesired negative effects 

and externalities of urban development 
projects and programmes initiated 
or supported by the agency. The 
adoption of these revised safeguards 
is an important step for UN-Habitat 
to integrate environmental and social 
justice aspects in all its projects and 
programmes. 

Meet the Shelter team

Since 2018, Arcadis and UN-Habitat 
have been working closely together to 
make the ESSS 3.0 a reality. Through 
the Shelter Programme, Arcadis 
provides pro-bono technical support to 
UN-Habitat for UN-Habitat missions, 
the Urban Thinkers Campuses, the 
World Urban Campaign and the Shelter 
Academy. The close collaboration on 
ESSS 3.0 is unique due to the long-
standing and intense collaboration in 
the framework of a single project. The 
Arcadis team working on the revision 
in the past two years include Sofía 

Lopez Carrasco, Milda 
Malinauskiene, Athena 
Carkovic, and Frank 
Wildschut, who will 
continue to support the 
implementation of the 
ESSS.

The second revision of UN-Habitat’s Environmental and Social Safeguards System 
(ESSS) will launch soon. ESSS 3.0 aims to identify, analyse, avoid, minimize, and 
mitigate any potential adverse environmental and social impacts (“Do No Harm”), 
and maximize positive impacts (“Do Good”) of all UN-Habitat’s projects and 
programmes. It incorporates UN-Habitat’ Social Inclusion Issues (SII) and Cross-
Cutting Thematic Areas (CCTA) into UN-Habitat’s Environmental and Social (E&S) 
management, to foster project and programmes benefits (“Do Even Better”). Phew!

Launch of UN-Habitat’s Environmental 
and Social Safeguards 3.0

“Arcadis is excited to 
support UN-Habitat 
in developing the 
next steps of their 
internal systems 
to ensure project 
implementation 
in an even more 
environmentally and 
socially responsible 
way. We look forward 
to seeing how the 
Shelter programme’s 
support of ESSS 3.0 
will serve to create 
bankable and fully 
sustainable projects 
for the poorest of the 
poor from international 
development 
partners.”  
 
Alex Francisco, 
Technical Expert, Arcadis

Through the Shelter Programme, 
Arcadis provides pro-bono technical 
support to UN-Habitat for UN-
Habitat missions, the Urban Thinkers 
Campuses, the World Urban Campaign 
and the Shelter Academy. 
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Upcoming events

1-2 September Good Practices in NDC Update and Implementation: Challenges and 
Lessons Learned from Eastern and Southern Africa

15-30 September UN 76th General Assembly 

21 September Zero Emissions Day 

24 September High-level Dialogue on Energy (SDG 7)

26-29 September Africa Climate Week 2021 

28-30 September Youth4Climate: Driving Ambition. Pre-COP26 Youth meeting 

30 September - 2 October Pre-COP26 

 1 October - 31 March World Expo 2020

4 October World Habitat Day

4-7 October Sustainability Week: Countdown to COP26

 4-7 October International Solid Waste Association (ISWA) World Congress

4-8 October Adaptation Futures Conference

4-8 October Daring Cities 2021 

 13 October International Day for Disaster Reduction

15-16 October The next SCF Forum – Finance for Nature-based Solutions 

11-15 October Innovate4Cities Conference

18-29 October GWOPA 4th Congress 

24 October United Nations 76th Anniversary 

28-29 October Built Environment Summit 

 30-31 October G20 Leaders’ Summit 2021

31 October World Cities Day 2021

31 October - 12 November COP26

3 November Council on Urban Initiatives (launch by Secretary-General and UN-
Habitat's Executive Director) 
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Participate!
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Editorial Team

The Adaptation Fund is UN-Habitat’s  
single largest donor for in-country climate 
change projects 

UN-Habitat’s accreditation 
only goes back six years, to 
2015. The first mandatory 
reaccreditation was 
successfully achieved in 
2020. 

Here is what this means in facts and figures:

What’s next?

These last few months, UN-Habitat has been working hard 
to become an accredited agency at the Green Climate Fund. 
This would strengthen the agency’s financial capacity to 
implement urban adaptation and mitigation programmes 

and projects, as the Fund aims to achieve a 50/50 balance 
between adaptation and mitigation in its portfolio. The 
adoption of an ambitious ESSS brings us one step closer to 
becoming an accredited entity. 

To date, UN-Habitat’s 
Adaptation Fund project 
portfolio counts 11 projects 
and USD 78 million. Given 
the long and comprehensive 
project approval process, 
another five projects are at 
varying stages of approval, 
totalling an additional USD 51 
million.

Since 2016, UN-Habitat has 
added at least one project to 
the portfolio annually, with 
four approved projects in 
2020. The first five approved 
projects were located in Asia 
and the Pacific; it is only 
since 2019 that we have 
successfully added projects 
in Africa (one) and the MENA 
region (two).

Projects supported by the 
Adaptation Fund focus on 
concrete adaption action and 
thus the building of resilient 
infrastructure. Projects are 
therefore well-suited to 
country programmes where 
upstream climate change 
planning projects facilitate 
project development, 
and where the country 
programme implements 
synergistic normative 
projects. 
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